
Item 9(a) pages 27 - 42 

Location:   ATTLEBOROUGH: Land North of Blackthorn Road 

Proposal:  Development of up to 80 dwellings with associated infrastructure including green space, 

swale and noise attenuation barrier 

REFERENCE:  3PL/2019/0275/O 
 
Applicant:  King, Saffell and Pattinson 
 
Author:  Rebecca Collins 
 
CONSULTEE COMMENTS 
 
Further Consultee comments have been received and are detailed below. 
 
Highways Authority 
No objections subject to conditions and comments with regards to matters which can be dealt with at 
reserved matters stage. 
 
Tree Officer 
The hedgerow is shown to be in existence for well over 30 years (it is clearly visible on 1946 MOD 
aerial photographs.  Sections of hedgerow are quite patchy particularly on the western section of the 
site.  I have visited the site and felt that visibility splays could be achieved with very little loss of 
hedgerow, largely due to the straightness of the road and the way that the road curves to the south 
on the western end of the site.  The hedge is also set back quite a way from the edge of the highway 
with the majority being behind an existing footpath.  I therefore feel relatively comfortable that only 
cutting back would be required to achieve visibility.  I would not be supportive of any highways work 
which would require the removal of the hedgerow without further information to establish if the 
hedge would be classed as important under the 1997 hedgerow regulations.  
 
Councillor Ashby has commented on this application, summerised as follows: 
 
Object.  Attleborough has experienced a disproportionate loss of open spaces over recent years. This 
specific area is often used for animal grazing and is very close to the A11, not suitable for domestic 
properties due to air and noise pollution. The Town Council objects and the site does not comply with 
the town's neighbourhood plan.  
 
The Flood Risk Officer (consultee response) refers in her letter dated 01 October 2019 to Carvers Lane 
(18 houses), which is confusing. The Flood Risk Officer letter dated 18 April 2019, in reference to this 
application does object.  East Harling Drainage Board also objects listing eight issues which it has 
highlighted. 
 
While Highways does not object their letter dated 15 May 2019 states that if the application is 
progressed significant hedge frontage will be lost. The officer report states that no comments were 
received by NCC Highways?  
 
The Historical Environmental Officer states that potential that heritage assets with archaeological 
interest (buried archaeological remains) will be present at the site and that their significance will be 
adversely affected by the proposed development.  
 



The Ecology comments raises concerns regarding reptiles due to the loss of suitable habitat, this seems 
to have little weight in the Officer's report.  Grounding birds have also not been considered in the 
Ecology Survey Report.  Also that the potential for badgers to forage and commute across the site has 
not been considered and the site could have potential to support foraging/ commuting badgers.  The 
comments made by Natural England are in a document that I cannot open. 
 
LOCAL REPRESENTATIONS 
 
One further neighbour representation has been received, their comments are summarised as follows: 
 
The back of my home at Jasmine Court overlooks the application site.  The ever growing building 
programmes in Attleborough have resulted in a noticeable decline in green space.  The ridiculous 
amount of dwellings proposed will destroy what is a peaceful and picturesque location.  The proposal 
will overlook my property.  The current road structure/town centre is already struggling to cope with 
the amount of traffic every day and additional building will cause yet more chaos and delay.  
 
ASSESSMENT 
 
The LLFA originally objected to the proposals (25/04/2019) and have subsequently removed their 
objections.  The IDB have objected to the proposals but as set out in the Committee report, it is 
considered that their concerns can be either adequately addressed by condition or are private matters 
between the parties. 
 
The comments of the Highways Authority have been summerised in this supplementary report and 
they raise no objection, subject to conditions, which will be imposed.  With regards to the removal of 
hedgerow, confirmation has been sought from the applicants and members will be update at the 
Planning Committee. 
 
The Historic Environment Service are satisfied with a condition to protect archaeological remains and 
one has been proposed.  Our ecologist are also satisfied that ecology (including reptiles) can be 
protected and enhanced through the imposition of conditions and these have been proposed also. 
 
The comments of Natural England are summerised in the officer report, they have no comments, 
subject to their standard advice, which has been considered and relevant conditions applied.  
  
Paragraph 4.1 should refer to Policy DC16. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


